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The search for the perfect condom that enhances sex and saves lives 
  

Filmmakers: Randall Wood - Year: 2015  - Runtime: 60 mins  - Country: Australia  - Format: HD 
 
 
 
Imagine if there was a 
condom that actually 
enhanced your sex life?  
 
Scientific researchers 
and innovators around 
the world are on a 
mission to create the 
Next Generation Condom 
following a multi-million 
dollar Global Health 
Challenge announced by 
the Gates Foundation.   
 
Mission Rubberman is 
the story of this 
revolutionary quest. We 
track the best research 
teams at the forefront of 
technological innovation.  
 
Join us on a journey 
around the world to find 
out who will succeed.  
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SHORT SYNOPSIS 
 
Imagine if there was a condom that actually enhanced your sex life? Scientific 
researchers around the world are racing to create the Next Generation Condom following 
a multi-million dollar Global Health Challenge announced by the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation. Mission Rubberman is the story of this revolutionary quest. We track the 
best research teams at the forefront of technological innovation. Join us on a journey 
around the world to find out who will succeed. 
 
LONG SYNOPSIS 
 
The human race has a 15 thousand year history of using them. They save millions of 
people from disease, death and unintended pregnancies. But despite the unrolling of 
well over 5 billion condoms each year around the world, most people dislike using them. 
Imagine if there was a condom that actually enhanced your sex life – a condom that men 
wanted to wear and women yearned to experience…? 
 
The announcement of a multi-million dollar prize by the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation has spurred a global quest for the perfect condom. Scientists around the 
world are rising to the challenge: to design and manufacture the Next Generation 
Condom. A shortlist will be decided in November, but the real winner will be the first to 
launch their product into a multi-billion dollar market. Mission Rubberman tells the story 
of this epic undertaking. 
 
We’ll meet highly competitive teams from China, Australia, UK and the US investigating 
a range of extraordinary materials and approaches at the forefront of engineering and 
design. Each has their own unique story to tell driven by money, obsession, passion, 
humanitarian belief and steely determination. They have one thing in common – the 
extraordinary lengths they will go to in search of a breakthrough. 
We’ve already filmed with: 
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Characters: 
 
Dr Zhang in Silicon Valley, who after years of working in Ethiopia treating women 
suffering the consequences of sexually transmitted infections (STI’s), is determined to 
invent a female friendly condom. 
 
Danny Resnic in Los Angeles contracted HIV in the 1980s when a condom broke during 
intercourse. His life’s purpose since has been to design a revolutionary condom for both 
men and women. His unconventional ideas are taking the design world by storm, and 
right now he is ahead of the pack to reach market later this year. 
 
Ben Strutt is leading the Cambridge Design Partnership from the UK to South Africa 
where they will trial a polymer condom that tightens on the penis when exposed to body 
warmth. In direct competition, Robert Gorkin and his Australian team are racing against the 
clock to trial their hydrogel condom in Africa - before Cambridge. 
 
Maria Illuit and Aravind Vijayaraghava in Manchester are pushing materials science to 
its limits by fusing graphene (a material 200 times stronger than steel) with latex. Their 
rivals say it’s impossible and will take 15 years to produce. But Maria is determined to 
prove the critics wrong. 
 
Victor Chan in Guangzhou has inherited a family condom business and together with 
his wife Genie Lam, is redefining functionality with the world’s first vibrating condom. No 
film crew has ever been allowed into the secret interior of their design lab… until now. 
The teams are protective of their technology and jealous of one another, however, we 
have been granted access to the inner sanctum. 
 
Each of them must meet and overcome the challenges posed by the Gates Foundation 
as Dr Papa Salif Sow at the Center for Global Health puts it, "A redesigned condom must 
overcome inconvenience, fumbling, or perceived loss of pleasure, and would be a 
powerful weapon in the fight against poverty." 
 
Mission Rubberman is being produced by a highly experienced team that in the past 
year have delivered one major science series to the BBC and another to 
ARTE/Discovery. The director Randall Wood has previously made the acclaimed 
science documentaries Grammar of Happiness and the prize-winning The Worm 
Hunters for National Geographic and ZDF. 
 

CREATIVE TEAM 
 

A Global Story and Smith & Nasht coproduction 

Writer/Director Randall Wood 
Producers Ruth Cross & Randall Wood 

Executive Producer Simon Nasht 
Smith & Nasht contact Ruth Cross 
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