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Melissa mom and me – synopsis 
 
“I met her seven years ago, when we were both dancing naked and high on drugs in 
a strip club in Japan. There is where our special relations began, relations that has 
followed me till today, eight years later”   Yael (AKA Jenny): Michmoret, Israel 
 
“One Morning in May 2009, a woman appeared on my doorstep and asked if I 
remember her. It took me only a short while.  She didn’t come alone, she came with a  
video camera and asked to  transform my story, which is actually our story to   
movie”:      Melissa Whatley: North Carolina, USA 
 
 
 
Melissa Mom and Me. tells the story of two women, from two different worlds, that 
met for a brief moment at the lowest point in their life. That brief encounter and the 
strong   influence it had on the two, is shown through powerful reunion, seven years 
later as they try to reflect on their pass, and the courageous, passage they went 
since they  first met. 
 
In Japan. during Their strip and drug days, Yael kept her camera rolling. Yael’s video 
camera illustrates the life of strippers, especially portraying the thirty year old 
beautiful Melissa, an American dancer. with a heart warming  smile abut eyes that tell 
a sad story.   
 
Seven years later life brought Melissa and Yael together again. Yael sobered up, 
returned to Israel, married and became an acclaimed artist. Yael has even exhibited 
some of her work. Melissa became an unsolved riddle and slowly became an 
obsession for Yael, who can not get over the friendship and bond that was formed in 
Japan. 
Following a meeting with film director, Limor Pinhasov, Yael and Limor decide to 
locate Melissa. After numerous online searches, Melissa is located, and the two 
decide to travel to the U.S., without notifying Melissa, just to appear on her doorstep 
and hope…… 
After Melissa’s initial reaction of embarrassment and awe, the reunion went well and 
Melissa and her family agreed to participate in the making of this movie. Together 
they try to solve the enigma that is Melissa while unearthing a story that is not just 
about friendship but about women in general, and about a delightful and clever 
seventeen year old boy, who is a big part of this story.  
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Melissa Mom and Me – Director intentions.  
 
From the moment I met Yael I was instantly fascinated. I saw an opportunity to tell a 
story about the world of women who don't fit the stripper, and drugs addicts, 
stereotype of coming from poverty or lack of education.     
I was surprised by how Yael, and even more so, Melissa were much of the girls next 
door stereotype, educated, intelligent charming women who never lacked anything 
monetary yet were sucked into a life of stripping and drugs.   
After watching the footage from Japan, Yael and I began to plan our upcoming trip to 
the U.S. and it was obvious to us that we would be an all female crew. This was a 
first in my spouse and my mutual career. My husband, the producer of the movie, 
stayed behind. We believed that the intimacy needed for this kind of production can 
only be reached in an all female surrounding. Emanuel, the videographer, made 
herself invisible on set, which made the intimacy possible between Yael and Melissa. 
The strong emotion between the two is felt in the scene where Melissa (now a 
cosmetologist) sprays Yael with a spray on tan and is amazed that Yael's body is in 
good shape despite the drugs, the stripping and the maltreatment.  
These simple frames, like taping these day to day interactions between good friends, 
laid a difficult challenge of delicately filming them naked when before they used to 
undress for money. 
Another challenge we were faced with was, that this movie was based on very 
different periods of their lives and we needed to focus on each time period separately 
while meshing them together as well. 
The time period in Japan, reveals the multifaceted world that the women in the movie 
lived in. Additionally, this time period lets us better understand the complexity of 
Melissa and her world.   
The time period filmed in Israel and the U.S. tells a story about a friendship and an 
unclear obsession.  
There is another visual element in the movie that illustrates Yael's private art 
collection. 
Yael, a well-known photographer in Israel, adds her own interpretation to the movie 
through personal photographs taken by her as well as private letters heard 

throughout the movie.  
 
The footage from Japan chosen, were all taken at night, so viewers can get 
a better understanding of the girls' life in these sex clubs.  
The footage taken in Israel and the U.S were filmed during bright days, to 
visually portray the dark place in which they were able to escape. 
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Even though, there isn't a traditional happy ending in this movie, there is an 
undeniable progression in which the strong willed characters of this movie 
transformed there lives and themselves into something better.  

      

      

      
 
 
About the film makers.  
 
Director:  Limor Pinhasov (38) 
 
Limor Pinhasov is one of the leading and most favored documentary filmmakers in 
Israel.  Her films always center on the world beyond the façade, trying to understand 
and complete the missing pieces in the true story behind the false impressions.  Her 
subject matters are always strong women who deal with women's issues and are in 
constant internal struggle between independence, self-fulfillment and motherhood. 
She have just premiered her latest film. "FILMED BY YITZHAK" at the Jerusalem film 
festival to rave reviews.  
 
Her 2006 documentary film, "A Working Mom," about the reunion of a Bolivian 
woman and her children after 15 years of living off of relief works in Israel, has won 
many awards and has been screened in more than 50 film festivals around the world.  
The film was co-produced with ITVS and has been sold worldwide, as well as 
receiving theatrical distribution in Israel.      
 
Her 2004 documentary film, "4.7," which follows the women in one of Israel's crime 
neighborhoods, is the most original and comic documentary of its genre, and has 
broke the rating record of Israel's Documentary TV channel 8.   
 
Her 2003 documentary film, "Out of the forest," was officially selected for the Berlin 
Film festival and has also been screened in many festivals and sold worldwide.  
 
Producer:  Yaron Kaftori (45) 
   
Owner of Cicero Films and a full partner in making all of the above-mentioned films.  
He is also Limor's partner in life.  
Yaron is also the deputy CEO of Lev films, the biggest independent film distribution 

company in Israel.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


